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Horizon Science Academy Youngstown 
(HSAY)   

is a community school, which is funded by 
Public sources and independently operated 

by a board of trustees under a charter 
granted by the Board of Education 

of the State of Ohio.  
Horizon Science Academy Youngstown is 

managed by Concept Schools. 
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THE MISSION OF HSA  YOUNGSTOWN  

The mission of  Horizon Science Academy Youngstown  is to create a learning 

community in which:  
¶ Teachers, parents and students work together to develop young people 

who are confident and achieve academic excel lence in a powerful college 
prep curriculum;  

¶ Students do not question ñwhetherò they will go to college, but instead ask 
ñwhenò and ñwhereò; 

¶ Students understand that with hard work, dreams are possible;  
¶ Students develop the skills in math, science, and tec hnology necessary to 

become bold inquirers, analytical thinkers, and ethical leaders in the 21st 
century; and  

¶ Students are empowered to become productively engaged in the local 
community and broader society.  

We create a school culture that is built on succ ess, respect, and accountability. 
The founders of  Horizon Science Academy Youngstown   recognize that the 

success of students is dependent upon the schoolôs ability to create a culture 

that fosters meaningful, sustained relationships between teachers, stude nts, and 
parents and holds all stakeholders responsible for outcomes.  

It is this culture that forms the foundation of our school.   Horizon Science 
Academy Youngstown  builds this culture from the point of first contact with 

families and throughout the stude ntsô academic experience. 
 

 
 

 

THE VISION OF HSAY   

Vision of Horizon Science Academy Youngstown   

90 % or above in Math and English in state tests  
¶ 95 % student retention, attendance, and promotion  

¶ Establish an effective character education program embedded i n 

curriculum  
¶ High staff retention rate  

¶ Excellent parent and student satisfaction  
¶ Provide engaging, diverse, and effective extracurricular activities  

¶ Productive community involvement                
 

                                                                                          
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



  

                                                                                                                                

HISTORY OF HSA Y 

 
The Horizon Science Academy Youngstown  is part of Concept Schools; a Ch icago 

based non -profit educational management and consulting organization. Concept 
Schools, Inc. first initiated Horizon Science Academies, a science and math 

emphasized school model in Cleveland and Columbus Ohio, in 1999. These 
schools are known for a su ccessful college -prep school culture and a well -

deserved reputation with high student retention rate and ever - increasing waiting 
lists. In eleven  years number of schools that Concept  Schools developed 

reached to 27  in Toledo, Dayton, Cincinnati, Cleveland,  Columbus,  Lorain, 
Youngstown  OH, Indianapolis , IN, Chicago, IL, Milwaukee , WI and Minneapolis , 

MN.  
 

HSA Youngstown  adapted the same educational model that is used by Horizon 
Science Academies. Pillars of this successful model are;  

 

¶ A comprehensive colleg e prep curriculum,  
¶ Small class size,  

¶ Positive relationship among the triad of students, teachers, and parents,  
¶ High level of student participation,  

¶ Safe and encouraging learning environment.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Horizon Science Academy of Youngstown School families, community 
members and friends,  

Horizon Science Academy of Youngstown is a middle school serving students in 

kindergart en through grade 7. The school will be serving students in 
kindergarten through eighth grade for the next school year 2011 -2012. There 

will be many changes during the summer such as new classrooms, new 
instructional equipment, new furniture, smart boards a nd computers. The goal 

of the HSAY is to provide educational experiences that will inspire a love of 
learning, promote academic excellence and develop the interests and talents of 

our students. Our teachers and staff exceeded our expectations and did a 
wonderful job this year. The school was rated as ñContinuous Improvementò 

with 82.7 performance index score. Along with teacher instruction, students 
work collaboratively and have access to the latest technology to further their 

learning. We serve a public th at demands not only a good education program for 
the children but also expects our school to be an attractive part of the 

community.  

I believe that parents are an integral part of the educational process at HSAY. 
Many thanks to our sponsor Buckeye Educati onal Hope Foundation and Concept 

schools Administration. Again, thank you for your efforts toward improvement. 
We are working and will continue to work very hard to provide the best possible 

learning climate for our students.  

On behalf of the entire Horizo n Science Academy of Youngstown staff and 
community, best wishes for a great future.  

Sincerely,  

Hasan Akkaya, Director  

  



  

MANAGEMENT COMPANY  

 

 

CONCEPT SCHOOLS  

 
Visi on  

Reshaping K -12 schools through the 
use of Concept Schools Design.  

Mission  
To create or help to create effective 
schools, where the common goal of 

running schools is to excel student 
learning through clear goals and 

innovative educational school 

designs and approaches.  

What We Do?  
The services of Concept Schools are 
categorized in three areas:  

(a) School start -up services for new 
schools  
(b) Need based individual school 

services from program design to 
managing school operations and 

recruiting students.  

(c) A ñfrom the ground upò K-12 
Science Academy design.  

 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

   

  SPONSOR  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Per requirements in Ohio Revised 
Code 3314.03 (D)(2), as the Sponsor 
of Horizon Science Academy 

Youngstown, Buckeye Community 

Hope Foundation monitored and 
evaluated the  academic, fiscal, 

organizational, and operational 
performance of Horizon Science 

Academy Youngstown for the 2010 -
2011 school year, and found the 

school to be substantially compliant 
and determined the school to be 

educating its students in a manner 
consistent with the schoolôs mission. 

 
MISSION  

 
The Buckeye Community Hope 

Foundation, Community Schools 
Division, a high performing and 

efficient service organization, 
promotes academic excellence by 

being an educational resource and 
guide to the schools we spo nsor 

throughout Ohio.   

Community School Sponsorship  

In 2004, BCHF was approved as a 
community school sponsor by the 
Ohio State Board of Education . 

 

 

 



  

SCHOOLôS PHILOSOPHY 

 
 

The immediate goal of Horizon 
Science Academy is to prepare 

students for academic suc cess in 
their further education, to enable 

students to keep open a broad 
spectrum of options for their future 

endeavors, and to prepare them to 
be responsible and productive 

citizens.  
We believe that an educated citizen 

in the 21st century must have the 
sk ills and understanding to 

participate and work productively in 

a multicultural, globally -oriented 
environment, including the skills 

required to use technology to its full 
potential.  

  
SCHOOLôS CURRICULAR AND 

INSTRUCTIONAL FOCUS  
  

The school will focus on core 
knowledge and essential skills so 

that the children may achieve the 
mastery upon which further learning 

will build.  The HSA education 
program also includes 

comprehensive health and physical 

education.  The core HSA grade - level 
outcomes meet Ohio Core  

Curriculum Content Standards and 
are defined in part by referring to 

existing national and international 
standards.  

 
In the course of their studies, 

students in HSA are expected to 
develop and sharpen the skills 

necessary to formulate a question or 
define  an issue.  They will learn to 

find relevant information using 
appropriate tools and to evaluate it 

through critical thinking and 

quantitative analysis, based on which 
they will solve problems and make 

decisions.  They will be able to 
organize and present their work both 

orally and in written or graphic form.   
 

HSA will strive to lead every student 
to these accomplishments, which are 

essential to future  success in school 
and at work, to the responsibilities of 

citizenship, and to the satisfactions 
of a cul tivated mind  

 
EXCELLENCE AND EQUITY IN 

EDUCATION  

  
Interest in rigorous early education 

crosses all demographic boundaries.  
Horizon Science Academy will seek a 

diverse student body and offer those 
students both excellence and equity 

in education.  The sc hool's strong 
academic program will reduce 

achievement gaps by eliminating an 
important cause -  the insufficient 

mastery of basic knowledge and 
skills required for further academic 

achievement.  HSA will use a variety 
of teaching methods to ensure 

mastery of appropriate skills, ideas, 

and knowledge for all students, 
regardless of race, gender, or the 

family's socioeconomic background.   
 

HSA will be responsible for meeting 
the educational needs of its students 

without parents resorting to outside 
tutoring p rovided parents/guardians 

support the school's mission by 
ensuring home study sessions and 

homework completion.  Beyond its 
core program, HSA is dedicated to 

challenging and stimulating every 
child.  



  

PICTURES FROM SCHOOL  
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ABOUT HSAY  

 
The Horizon Science Academy 

(H.S.A. Y.) is  a public school, which is 
funded by public sources and  

operated independently by a board 
of trustees under a charter granted 

by the Board of Education of the 
state of Ohio.  

 
The purpose of t he Horizon Science 

Academy is to fully prepare students 
to carry the torch of knowledge, 

freedom, and prosperity which is 
passed from generation to 

generation in this great country. HSA 

is a small, structured school, with 
approximately 200 students 

attendi ng at full enrollment in grades 
K-7 delivering a rigorous, innovative 

educational program integrating the 
following themes:  

 
Curricula : The core curriculum is 

providing students with a rigorous 
program of studies in the areas of 

mathematics, science, soci al studies, 
and language arts. The school has 

high  expectations of all students, and 
develop s and monitor s individual 

plans for them.  

 
 Attitudes : Reinforcement of 

productive attitudes toward work, 
community, school, friends, and self; 

a willingness to sa crifice for the 
common good, as well as for 

personal fulfillment; deep respect for 
family, school and community; and 

the capacity to appreciate the 
oppor tunities life offers.  

 
 

 

Individual attention : The 

importance and abilities of each 
individual student is a focal point at 

all times. Each and every student at 
HSA is regarded as a unique, valued 

and vital member of the school 
community;  

Participation : Community service is 
embedded through the curriculum to 

perpetuate constructive participation 
by students , parents, staff, and 

citizens in the life of the school and 
the community and directly carry the 

school experience into the real world, 
through higher education, work, 

family, and community and civic 

affairs;  
 

Reform and accountability : At 
HSA, education  reform is the 

initiating and guiding principle, with 
excellence as a standard, as well as 

the goal, the school must achieve to 
remain in business. Accountability is 

clear: just as business must adapt 
itself to new technologies, new 

demands from its consum ers, and 
the invention of new or the 

obsolescence of old products to 
thrive, so must education.  

 Priorities and policy discussions 

focus on the students. Teachers lead 
in every sector. Parents and students 

will be expected to volunteer their 
time, and par ticipate from the 

beginning in programs and policy 
development, including a dress code, 

code of conduct, cultivation of a 
healthy and respectful atmosphere in 

the school, and selection of 
exploration programs. Students and 

staff participate in regular HSA 
meetings and assemblies as a crucial 

component in the development of 
school government.  



  

HSA is committed to modeling new 

ways of returning tax and private 
dollars to the classroom keeping 

overhead costs at a minimal level so 
that at least three - fourth of total 

expenditures be at the classroom 
level. HSA addresses social issues 

such as drugs, violence, and health 
at an age appropriate level, through 

the prism of community service 
learning techniques.  

 
In accordance with its staff, the 

Board of Trustees est ablishes the 
hiring and employment practices of 

the school. To correlate to their 

professional colleagues in the 
business community, teachers 

receive performance -based pay, as 
well as professionally designed 

training and development programs 
that draw on t he most advanced 

practices.  
 

In order to support all school 
families, the school is open from 

7: 45  a.m. until 4:3 0 p.m., with 
academic hours from 9 : 30 a.m. until 

4: 00 p.m.  (These hours may be 
adjusted based on need.) 

Recognizing the enormous stresses 

of m odern life, families are 
supported in contributing to the 

success of their children's education 
in a manner that enhances family 

life. The school stresses an 
atmosphere of trust, safety, 

structure, open communication, and 
ownership through use of community  

service learning, class meetings, 
assemblies, workshops, community 

open houses, student performances, 

and student/teacher/ parent goal  

setting and assessments. The 
Horizon Science Academy is directly 

accountable to the people of 
Youngstown  just as in any b usiness.  

 
Satisfactory discipline: In order to 

fulfill our commitment to education al 
excellence that is described in our 

educational philosophy, Horizon 
Science Academy must eradicate 

interruptions and situations that 
hinder forward progress. Students 

com e to Horizon Science Academy 
with a firm understanding of the high 

expectations and commitments that 

we ask of the student as well as the 
family. Upon enrollment, all families 

are asked to review and sign a 
contract that outlines the standards 

we expect ou r students to adhere to 
without exception. Each family 

receives a Horizon Science Academy 
Handbook that explains in depth 

each requirement and the conditions 
of enrollment. Also each requirement 

is accompanied by the consequence 
thereof.  

  
 Dedicated staff : Horizon Science 

Academy employs its staff on a 

yearly basis. The point behind this is 
to be able to hire the most effective 

and dedicated candidates. Horizon 
staff attends seminars and 

workshops to raise themselves to 
deliver better and well - tailored 

edu cation. They are also required to 
provide one -on-one tutori ng for 

before -school hours.   
 

 

 



  

3rd and 4th Grade Field Trip  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUDGE Day, (for uncles, dad, granddad and everyone else)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers  

         

 

 

  



  

Anti - Bullying Skit                                  Spanish Spelling Bee  

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Career D ay  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


